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Sir: 

1 . Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1 .97 and 1 .98, and in compliance with 37 C.F.R. 1.56, the Office's 
attention is directed to the patents, publications and other information listed on the attached 
PTO-1449. A copy of each listed document is enclosed for the Examiner's convenience. 
Regarding the document(s), publication(s) or other information listed on the attached PTO- 
1449, Applicant believes the same may qualify as "prior" art to this application and should be 
treated accordingly, although Applicant(s) reserve(s) the right to contest the prior art status of 
any document, publication or information cited herein. 

2. The materials include the following: 

(1) US Patent 6,023,723 (6) US Patent 5,623,600 

(2) US Patent 5,960,080 (7) US Patent 5,6 1 9,648 

(3) US Patent 5,890,182 

(4) US Patent 5,889,943 

(5) US Patent 5,796,948 
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This statement is not to be construed as an admission that the above references 
identified represent prior art, or that such references may be material to an examination of 
Applicant's claimed invention. 

2. Certification: Pursuant to Rule 1 .97 (e), the undersigned certifies that no item of information 
in the Information Disclosure Statement filed herewith was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, or, to my knowledge after making a 
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 1.56 (c) more than 3 
months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 



Respectfully submitted, 





J. Nicholas Gross, Attorney at Law 
Registration No. 34,175 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 



May 10, 2000 
1385 Mission St. 
Suite 240 

San Francisco, CA 94103 



I hereby certify that the foregoing is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service, postage 
prepaid, to the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, this May 10, 2000. 



